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A FATE MODULE BY SOME GUY ON THE INTERNET 



A BRIEF HISTORY OF STATIC. 

lTfi l 4: The Fan-Drone debuts in New York City by the NYPD^s new Airborne 
Task Force- Fan-Drones allow traffic monitoring and surveillance of 
hostile situations- Drones are not armedi and have only rudimentary 
broadcasting capabilities- Crime rates appear to plummet as the 
populace is watched- The program is hailed as an amazing success and 
expansion is planned- 

nfib: Fan-Drones are in wide use and technological progress allows for 
beginning Whisper operations! where the machines fly silently- 
America is covered in drone trafficn overseen by the Low-Altitude 
Craft Surveillance and Information Nexus (LAC-SIN)- In place of the 
perceived drop in crime from the NYC trialsn "building crime 11 (such as 
home invasions and major heists) skyrockets- Public outcry over 
likely and documented LAC-SIN abuse grounds the fleet of drones- The 
creator of the first NYPD-A dronesn Joseph Rossn renounces his any 
ties to his invention and disappears from his very public life- 

nfi?: Television ceases being safe- Widespread hacking of broadcast 
television signals terrify the populace- At firstn they are bizarren 
almost Dadaist L casts of mutated or warped cartoonsi puppetsn etc- or 
masked individuals spouting gibberish- 

In Harchn Chicago falls victim to its Night of Static: intrusion 
broadcasts are of a single frame of the Italian giallo film Ricardo: 
Tre Amanti Delia Bar a di Vietro ( Richard 7 s Three Lovers in a Glass 
Coffin) showing a woman tied and about to be stabbed- "Tonight- At 
IO314. 11 That nightn long-defunct Drones spring to life while huge 
sections of the power grid fail intermittently- While poweredn all 
televisions across the city blast white noise- 
By Junen signal hacks known as The Static become widespread! and 
murdern mayhemn and death follow in its wake- Newly reconstituted 
Fan-Drones hover near the sites of these atrocitiesn broadcasting them 
live- On Independence Dayn the single worst night of attacks occurs- 
The face of the enemy is revealed- 

Aaron Barnesn a hackern claims responsibility for bringing the 
Drones back from the dead- His aims are bizarren and when appearing 
on camera he acts as HCt showing that nighfs terror live- He claims 
early on that this hack of the Drone network was to demonstrate his 
ability to inject computer viruses into all aspects of daily life- He 
makes no demands- 

ITfifl: The burgeoning computer frontier of bulletin board systems and 
chatrooms is stopped cold by Barneses creation- Any networked 
computer is now susceptible to Barnes n s access- The July l 4 th Static 
Hackn howevern shows how completely out of control tech has become: 
the now familiar face of televised terror— the Three Lovers still— again 
interrupted cross-country broadcasts for Independence Day- The shot 
then changed to show Drone footage of Barnes and cadre of his computer 
criminals brutally assassinated by other drones outfitted with metal 



Zero-One- BBS subscriptions! online communities! f ile-shar ingn and 
the totality of the former LAC-SIN network are under its control- 
Computer technology grinds to a haltn and the US— fearing a Russian 
influence on OOln invokes all its Cold War Treaties- 

Static opens in this "minute before midnight" as the word stands 
poised for global war- 

THE SIDES AND THE STAKES: 

• THE FREE BLOC : Weakened by DOl^s corruption! the Americans and 
their allies rely on analog technologies to simultaneously 
monitor nearly all aspects of life in Iron Curtain nations and 
break the grip 001 has on tech in the US- American Bloc 
operative groupsn composed primarily of Japanese and Canadian 
think tanksi have also scored early successes in low-tech revolt 
against the artificial intelligence and have reclaimed most of 
the Nidwesfs skies from Drone incursions- 

• THE COLLABORATORS : A multinational front of those assisting 001 
in control over the United Statesn and in plotting further 
takeovers of other nations- These humans and their digital 
counterparts control production of new dronesi arming them and 
repairing broadcast systems- With the crippling of many types of 
techn they operate in shadow and have proven notoriously 
difficult to find or catch in actual seditious activity- 

• THE IRON CURTAIN : Soviet Russia and her loyalist allies have 
publically refuted all claims that 001 had anything to do with 
their operations in the US- Communist countries the world over 
seek to find their own solution to the 001 problemn and have not 
yet been impacted in their use of computers to analyze and 
counter the 001 threat- Project Erase (ITpoeKT CTepeTb) has 
echoed the Blocks real world victories with digital ones: Russian 
mainframes are now free of 001' 1 s corruption and their "Wall of 
Blades" (CTeHa kjimhkob ) programming seems to have prevented 001' l s 
return to their networks- While the Bloc knows of Erase and Wall 
of Bladesn they have been unable to replicate the coding and with 
diplomatic channels all but deadn sharing of these breakthroughs 
seems unlikely at this time- 



